
 

Analyzing Primary and Secondary Sources 

Italian Nationalism and the Revolutions of 1848 
 

1. Looking at the map what might explain the movements for Italian and 
German nation-states? 
 

2. Based on the map why might Austrian and Russian empires have been 
threatened by nationalism? 
 

3. What does Mazzini believe is the key to the “progress of humanity”?  How 
does he think this will help all of humanity? 

 
4. How does Mazzini believe nations can be “marked out”?  What has kept 

nations from becoming a reality in Mazzini’s opinion? 
 

5. How does Mazzini believe nations will become a reality?  
 

6. When and where did fighting first break out in Italy? 
 

7. According to the author, why did a number of states explode 
“spontaneously into revolution” in 1848? 

 
8. Why might people of Sicily been upset with the “established authorities”? 

 
9. How did revolution in Palermo begin? 
 
10. How were the revolutionaries able to defeat a royal army? 

 
11. What were some of the demands of the revolutionaries? 

 
12. Why, according to this article, did the revolution in Sicily break down? 





 

 

Questions for Discussion 

1. What does Mazzini believe is the key to the “progress of humanity”?  How 
does he think this will help all of humanity? 

2. How does Mazzini believe nations can be “marked out”?  What has kept 
nations from becoming a reality in Mazzini’s opinion? 

3. How does Mazzini believe nations will become a reality? 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